Stealth viral encephalopathy: report of a fatal case complicated by cerebral vasculitis.
A patient presenting with a severe subacute encephalopathy was shown to be infected with a stealth virus. Although the patient partially recovered, he remained lethargic with cognitive impairment and worsening headaches. Ten months after the onset of his illness, his clinical condition further deteriorated with seizures, coma and death. A brain biopsy revealed vacuolated degenerate neural cells consistent with a stealth viral encephalopathy. Focal perivascular lymphocytic inflammation was present within the leptomeninges and to a lesser extent within the parenchyma of the brain. Vasculitis may occasionally contribute to the complex symptomatology of stealth viral encephalopathy.